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Site PlanningSite Planning
Matching the building and site to Matching the building and site to 

meet the owner’s needs!meet the owner’s needs!

Suitable for the buildingSuitable for the building

Adequate sizeAdequate size
–– Building spaceBuilding space
–– Traffic and parkingTraffic and parking
–– Expansion capabilitiesExpansion capabilities

TopographyTopography
–– Workable elevation changesWorkable elevation changes
–– Control of water flowControl of water flow

Suitable for the building, cont.Suitable for the building, cont.

Sanitary systemSanitary system
–– City City 
–– Private systemPrivate system

Electric availabilityElectric availability
Natural gas or other heating energyNatural gas or other heating energy
Water supplyWater supply
–– City serviceCity service
–– Well capacityWell capacity

Suitable for the building, cont.Suitable for the building, cont.

Soil and subsoilSoil and subsoil
Traffic accessTraffic access
Neighborhood concernsNeighborhood concerns

Can I use the site for this building?Can I use the site for this building?

Zoning Zoning –– legal control of type of buildings legal control of type of buildings 
that can be built on specific landthat can be built on specific land
–– CityCity
–– RegionalRegional
–– CountyCounty
Specifies type of buildings for areaSpecifies type of buildings for area
–– Residential Residential –– single family or multisingle family or multi--familyfamily
–– CommercialCommercial
–– Mixed useMixed use



october 2002

ACSM 520 site planning 2

Is the building acceptable for this Is the building acceptable for this 
use and site?use and site?

Land use and building approvalLand use and building approval
–– Details on how building affects other buildingsDetails on how building affects other buildings
–– Public accessPublic access
–– SignsSigns
–– ParkingParking
–– AppearanceAppearance

Legal factors that affect placement Legal factors that affect placement 
on the siteon the site

Zoning or city setback from property linesZoning or city setback from property lines
EasementsEasements
RightRight--ofof--waysways
Flood plainsFlood plains
Wet land lawsWet land laws
Deed restrictions and covenantsDeed restrictions and covenants
Building codesBuilding codes
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Planning the site development, 1Planning the site development, 1

Integral with the building planIntegral with the building plan
–– Main entrance easily visible when approaching Main entrance easily visible when approaching 

building by car or footbuilding by car or foot

Maintain proper separation distancesMaintain proper separation distances
ParkingParking
–– Number and size of spacesNumber and size of spaces
–– Handicap assessable spaces Handicap assessable spaces 

near main entrancenear main entrance
Cars and vansCars and vans
Clear above ground signsClear above ground signs

Planning the site development,  2Planning the site development,  2

Utility extensionsUtility extensions
–– Electric and phoneElectric and phone

above groundabove ground
Direct buried under groundDirect buried under ground
In concrete cased conduit with proper markingsIn concrete cased conduit with proper markings
Tracer wire for fiber linesTracer wire for fiber lines

–– Natural gas serviceNatural gas service
Proper markingsProper markings
Tracer wire if plastic pipeTracer wire if plastic pipe

AestheticsAesthetics

Landscaping to complement buildingsLandscaping to complement buildings
Lighting for safety and appearanceLighting for safety and appearance
Special details to make building have a Special details to make building have a 
better appearancebetter appearance

RoadsRoads

Designed for type and amount of vehicle Designed for type and amount of vehicle 
traffictraffic
Directional signs to assist in finding Directional signs to assist in finding 
specific buildings or parking areasspecific buildings or parking areas
–– Visitor parking lotVisitor parking lot
–– Employee parking lotEmployee parking lot
–– Shipping and receivingShipping and receiving
–– Specific buildingsSpecific buildings
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Site development, 1Site development, 1

Verify Verify utiltiesutilties and clearly markand clearly mark
Rough stake out of site for earthworkRough stake out of site for earthwork
Install Install errosionerrosion control structures control structures 
Install security fenceInstall security fence
Remove utilities as requiredRemove utilities as required
Strip and pile topsoilStrip and pile topsoil
Excavations/fills Excavations/fills –– placing and compactionplacing and compaction

Site development, 2Site development, 2

Install foundations and basementsInstall foundations and basements
Underground utility extensionsUnderground utility extensions
Road and parking basesRoad and parking bases
Construction of buildingConstruction of building
Finish walks, roads, and parkingFinish walks, roads, and parking
Install topsoilInstall topsoil
Install landscapingInstall landscaping
Install signsInstall signs

Unknown below ground conditions, Unknown below ground conditions, 
11

Not shown on the plans nor any Not shown on the plans nor any 
indications from site inspectionindications from site inspection
Notify appropriate people immediatelyNotify appropriate people immediately
Verify how contract address Verify how contract address 
responsibilitiesresponsibilities
Obtain appropriate solutionObtain appropriate solution
Understand who is responsible for costsUnderstand who is responsible for costs
Proceed Proceed uneruner protest, if neededprotest, if needed

Unknown below ground conditions, Unknown below ground conditions, 
22

Planning and pricingPlanning and pricing
–– Extent of unknown situationExtent of unknown situation
–– Special government actions?Special government actions?
–– Can schedule be adjusted or price for Can schedule be adjusted or price for 

overtime workovertime work
–– Will special equipment be needed? When will Will special equipment be needed? When will 

it be available?it be available?
–– Will special materials be needed? When will Will special materials be needed? When will 

they be available?they be available?
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Site developmentSite development

Site appropriate for the buildingSite appropriate for the building
–– Legal issuesLegal issues
–– Natural conditionsNatural conditions

Utilities for the buildingUtilities for the building
Plan site details with buildingPlan site details with building
Systematic order of site development workSystematic order of site development work


