
Leaning In, Leaning On or Standing on My Own Two Feet; My Experiences 
in Academia. 

This Tuesday, February 4th, the departmental seminar will be presented by Dr. Sue E. 
Nokes of the University of Kentucky. Dr. Nokes is OSU alum and will be presenting some 
non-technical career advice regarding risk-taking and mentoring in her own career. The 
seminar will be held in: 

Room 219 Ag Engineering (Columbus) with videolink to Wooster,  
From 1:50 to 2:45 PM 

The abstract for Dr. Nokes' seminar and a short bio can be seen below.  

 “I’ve been asked to speak on how my experiences at The Ohio State University have helped 
me in my career.  My title was inspired by a book published last year by Sheryl Sandberg, 
CEO of Facebook (and who recently became one of the youngest female billionaires ever) 
entitled "Lean In: Women, Work and the Will to Lead" which encourages women to 
advance their careers by taking risks- or “leaning in” to opportunities.  The book has 
received much attention, both positive and negative, regarding the advice it gives women 
on how to achieve professional success (and I just read is going to be made into a 
film!).  The advice, in my opinion, is fairly gender neutral, and I will comment on how her 
advice meshes with my experiences regarding mentoring and risk taking in my 
career.  Hindsight being much clearer than foresight; I can now see how much I learned at 
The Ohio State University that was not directly related to the technical aspects of 
engineering, but has none-the-less served me well over the years.  When faced with a crisis 
or major decision, I became aware of these words of wisdom, and I’ll share some of those 
during my presentation, in the hopes of enabling others to explore the intangibles provided 
by their education.” – Sue E. Nokes, PhD, PE 
 

Short bio: 
Dr. Nokes is a Professor and Chair in the Department of Biosystems and Agricultural 
Engineering at the University of Kentucky.  She has worked at UK since 1995.  Her research 
involves the biological modeling of the microbial conversion of biomass into chemicals and 
fuels.  She has received over $10M in grant money from sources including the National 
Science Foundation, the U.S. Department of Agriculture, and industrial support.  She has 
published over 50 refereed journal articles and 3 book chapters.  She has won numerous 
teaching awards, and teaches courses on computer modeling, bioprocess engineering, and 
biofuel production from biorenewable resources.  Sue is a native of northeastern Ohio 
(Canal Fulton), and an alumnus of The Ohio State University (BS,  1982, MS, 1983) and 
North Carolina State University (PhD, 1990).  She has two grown daughters, and over the 
years has also raised goldfish, tadpoles, a horse, a tree frog, dogs, cats, gerbils and 
sheep.  Current hobbies include gardening, yoga, reading, pilates, and painting botanical 
watercolors. 
 

http://money.cnn.com/2014/01/22/technology/facebook-sandberg-billionaire/?iid=EL

